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CLAIMS 

1. An apparatus for supporting couplers for removablej^tfpling to a 
recipient during therapy administration and/or recipient monitoring, the^Jparatus comprising 
a support member configured to rest on a body of the recipient, Ae^support member having a 
first coupler location proximate to a first coupling positiojKM the body of the recipient, the 
support member further having a second couplerJocJation proximate to a second coupling 
position of the body of the recipient, the first^pdupler location being configured to removably 
carry a first coupler, the second coupkr' location being configured to removably carry a 
second coupler, the support member being spaced apart from the first and second coupling 
positions when resting on As'Dody of the recipient. 

2. / The apparatus of claim 1, further comprising: 

/ first engagement member depending from the support member at the first 
coupler location and configured to removably carry the first coupler; and 

/ a second engagement member depending from the support member at the 
second coupler location and configured to removably carry the second coupler. 



The apparatus of 




1, further comprising the first and second 



couplers. 



^ 4. The apparatus of claim 1, further comprisj 

\§J the first coupler, wherein the fnst^upler is moveable relative to the first 

coupler location between an attached position^tfith the first coupler engaged with the support 
'jj member at the first coupler location^tletached position with the first coupler disengaged 
from the first coupler locatioij^nd a coupled position with the first coupler operatively 
coupled to the recipienpafthe first coupling position, the first coupler having an electrical 
contact positione^46connect to a percutaneous electrical probe inserted into the patient; and 
./'Inflexible cable connected between the first coupler and the support member, 
connected between the first coupler and the support member when the 
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, „ first coupler is moved! L the atta^d position to the deled position and the conpied 

position. ^ 




5 The apparatus of claim 1, furto^mprising the first coupler and 
wherein the first coupler is configured to transmittal signals to the recipient when tire 
, first coupler is coupled to the recipientaylrffet coupling posmon. 

6. The appafa^ufof claim 1 wherein the support member is shaped to rest 
\ on at least one of a tactfWk, a head and a leg of the recipient. 



7 The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the first and second coupling positions 
2 are two of a larger plurality of coupling positions and the first and second convocations 

L m . ,v£4Vio r minima 



_ p are two of a larger plurality of coupler locations, further wherein an outline 
g ^ positions defines a first shape and an outline of the coupler locations 
second shape at least generally similar to the first shape. 



syne coupling 
defines a corresponding 




8. 



The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the ^/coupler location is positioned 



l 

2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 



closer than the second coupler location to the first coaling location. 



9 An apparatus for support couplers for removable coupling to a 
reC1 pient during therapy administration and^ recipient monitoring, the apparatus composing 
a support member configured to rest/ i body of the recipient, the support member being 
elongated along a support memh^xis and having a first coupler location P—e to a 
first coupling position of t^Tdy of the recipient when the support member rests on the 
body of the recipient, /support member further having a second coupler location 
proximate to a secoXupling position of the body of the recipient when the support 
Lmber rests on/body of the recipient, the first coupler location bemg configured o 
removably car/a first coupler, the second coupler location being configured to removably 
carry a sejd coupler, the first coupler location being positioned closer than the second 
couplei/bcation to the support member axis. 
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10. The apparatus of claim^nirther comprising: 
^JjJ^ a fost engagement m^patJer depending from the support member at the first 

V^s coupler location and configured™ removably carry the first coupler; and 

4 a second jefigagement member depending from the support member at the 

5 second coupler location and configured to removably carry the second coupler. 



6? 



couplers. 



11. The apparatus of cl^ further comprising the first and second 



rus oi Qmmx^y, runner 



5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 



12. The apparatus of claim 9, further comprising: 

the first coupler, wherein the first coupleris^lnoveable relative to the first 
coupler location between an attached position witfph^iirst coupler engaged with the support 
member at the first coupler location, a dejaefied position with the first coupler disengaged 
from the first coupler location, an^a coupled position with the first coupler operatively 
coupled to the recipient at thp^first coupling position, the first coupler having an electrical 
contact positioned to copn^ct to a percutaneous electrical probe inserted into the patient; and 
a tlex*Dle cable connected between the first coupler and the support member, 
the cable remaining connected between the first coupler and the support member when the 
first coupler is moved from the attached position to the detached position and the coupled 
position. 



13. The apparatus of claim 9, further comprising the firstjtoupkf-and 



wherein the first coupler is configured to transmi 
first coupler is coupled to the recipient at the first 



Metrical sifinafe*tothe recipient when the 
ling position. 



1 14. The apparatus of claim 9 wherein the support member is shaped to rest 

2 on at least one of aj^k, a neck, a head and a leg of the recipient. 



~ u / 15. The apparatus of claim 9 whefern the first and second coupling positions 

U 2 are two of a larger plurality of coupling^ptJsitions and the first and second coupler locations 
bVy are two of a larger plurality of cpuf)ler locations, further wherein an outline of the coupling 
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st shat 



4 positions defines a first shape and an outline of the coupler locationsciefifies a corresponding 

5 second shape at least generally similar to the first shape. 



16. An apparatus for supportin^couplers for removable coupling to a 
recipient during therapy administration and/or redpient monitoring, the apparatus comprising 
a support member configured to rest on a bpdy of the recipient, the support member having a 
first coupler location proximate to a fu^t coupling position of the body of the recipient, the 
support member further having a second coupler location proximate to a second coupling 
position of the body of the recipient, the first coupler location being configured to removably 
carry a first coupler, the second coupler location being configured to removably carry a 
second coupler, the firs^oupler location being positioned closer than the second coupler 
location to the first coupling position of the body of the recipient. 



NJ 1 

U 2 

S 3 

fU 4 

O 2 



The apparatus of claim 16, further comprising: 
a first engagement member depending from the support member at the first 
coupler k>cation and configured to removably carry the first coupler; and 

a second engagement member depending from the support member at the 
second coupler location and configured to removably carry the second coupler. 



18. The apparatus of clai 



couplers. 




er comprising the first and second 



!^ 19. The apparatus of claim 16, further cojnpfising: 

[y-' the first coupler, wherein the fnsp^5i^ler is moveable relative to the first 

& z A coupler location between an attached positipnTwith the first coupler engaged with the support 



l\ member at the first coupler location,^ ietached position with the first coupler disengaged 



6 
7 
8 
9 



from the first coupler locatiojv^and a coupled position with the first coupler operatively 
coupled to the recipient^aftoe first coupling position, the first coupler having an electrical 
contact positioned^kfconnect to a percutaneous electrical probe inserted into the patient; and 
flexible cable connected between the first coupler and the support member, 
the c^We remaining connected between the first coupler and the support member when the 
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,„ firs, coupler is movedtm «he anache^sition to (he d Ad position and me coupled 

position. 

20 The apparatus of claim 16, further comprising the frrstco^kTand 
2 .herein tine first coupler is configured to receive electrical signals f^mjh^ipien. when 
, the first coupler is coupled to the recipient at the fira couptogpo^ 

21 The apparatus of data <6«B»er comprising die firs, coupler, and 

, • f .™i t^fSividUlauid medicament to the recipien. when 

2 wherein the first coupler is configured^rovlifrniquia me 

3 the firs, coupler is coupled to Aer^en. a. the firs, coupling posihon. 

22 ^fielwararus of claim 16, further comprising the first coupler and 

2 wherein me filler is configured .o transmit electrical signals to the recipien, when the 

3 first co»pleHs coupled to the recipien. at the first coupling positron. 

23 The apparatus of claim 16 whereindje^ppSr. member includes a cavity 
a. die firs, coupler location positioned torec^l^t a portion of me firs, coupler. 

24 The apoataftifo^laim ™h<= rein * e su PP 0rt men * er " 
\ column a, me firs^oupleMocation positioned to be received in an apermre of fe first 

3 coupler. 

rSie support member is shaped to rest 
^the recipient. 




25 The apparatus of claim 
on at least one of a back, a neck, a head. 




r i 1* wiiPt^ffTthe first and second coupling 
26 The apparatus of claim 16 wherein ine ium <u 

positions are two of a larger p.urality of coitions and me firs, and second coupler 

Lations are two of a larger plurality ^ier locations, further wherein an outiine of * 

4 , coupling positions defines a firsthand an outiine of me coupler locations defines a 

, corresponding second shaped generally similar ,o me firs, shape. 
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1 27. An apparatus for supporting couplers for removable coupkfig to a 

2 recipient during therapy administration and/or recipient monitoring, J&e apparatus 

3 comprising: X 

H a support member configured to rest on a body of thej^cipient proximate to a 

5 coupling region, the support member having a first engagemenUocation proximate to a first 

£ coupling position on the body of the recipient and a seconjkengagement location proximate 

7 to a second coupling position on the body of the recipiepf; 

8 a first engagement member configurejkto removably carry a first coupler at the 

9 first engagement location of the support membeffj and 

10 a second engagement membej^xonfigured to removably carry a second coupler 
n at the second engagement location of/(ne support member, the first engagement member 
12 being positioned closer than the second engagement member to the first coupling position. 

1 28. The apparatus of claim 27, further comprising: 

2 the first coupler, wherein the first coupler is moveable relative to the support 

3 member between an/attached position with the first coupler engaged with the first 

4 engagement member, a detached position with the first coupler disengaged from the first 

5 engagement mepfoer, and a coupled position with the first coupler operatively coupled to the 

6 recipient at /me first coupling position, the first coupler having an electrical contact 

7 positioned™ connect to a percutaneous electrical probe inserted into the patient; and 

8 /a flexible cable connected between the first coupler and the support member, 

9 the i^able remaining connected between the first coupler and the support member when the 

10 first coupler is moved from the attached position to the detached position and the coupled 
n /position. 

l 29. The apparatus of claim 27 wherein the supportjnemberin^ 

axis, a first elongated portion positioned along the ce^trat-axisTa second elongated portion 

3 extending transversely to the central axis^pn-ilrst and second sides of the central axis, and a 

4 third elongated portion positipaetTbetween the first and second elongated portions and 

5 extending transversejy>«5the central axis on the first and second sides of the central axis, 

6 further whgj^ifi^the first and second engagement members are positioned on one of the 
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ithtne 




# 



ember including a post positioned on the first 
engagement member including a post positioned on 



elongated portions, withlne first 
side of the central axis and the 
9 the second side of the central 



1 30. The apparatus of claim 27 wherein the first couplerjsjconfigured to 

2 receive electrical signals from the recipient when the first cojiplertTcoupled to the recipient 

3 at the first coupling position. 



1 31. The apparatus of claim 27 wherein the first coupler is configured to 

2 provide liquid medicapaent to the recipient when the first coupler is coupled to the recipient 

3 at the first coupling position. 





3 q member between an attached position 
^ engagement member, a detached 



32. The apparatus of claim 27, further cojppffising: 

the first coupler, wherein the first cp«{5ler is moveable relative to the support 

the first coupler engaged with the first 
on with the first coupler disengaged from the first 
engagement member, and a c^H^led position with the first coupler operatively coupled to the 
recipient at the first coupling position; and 

a fle^le link connected between the first coupler and the support member, the 
link remainiogfconnected between the first coupler and the support member when the first 
coupler/is moved from the attached position to the detached position and the coupled 
pQSiuon. 



1 33. The apparatus of claim 32 wherein the link includes an electrical cable 

2 configured to be coupled to a source of electrical pulses to transmit percutaneous electrical 

3 stimulation pulses to the first coupler. 



1 34. The apparatus of claim, 

2 configured to be coupled to a signal monjt 

3 coupler from the recipient. 



l^hereipJhe^inEmcludes an electrical cable 
mitor electrical signals received at the first 
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35. The apparatus of claim 32 wherein the link includes a length of tubing 
configured to be coupled to a source of liquid medicament. 

36. The apparatus of claim 27wherein the first coupler has an aperture and 
wherein the first engagement member mdudes a column projecting away from the support 
member and positioned to be received in the aperture of the first coupler. 



37. The apparatus of claim 27 wherein the support mei 
resilient to conform to a surface of the body. 



flexible and 



38. The apparatus of claim 27^h6rein the support member is shaped to rest 
on at least one of a back, a neck, a head^atfa leg of the recipient. 

39. The apparatus of claim 27 wherein the first engagement member has a 
cavity positioned to rep^ive at least a portion of the first coupler. 

^O. The apparatus of claim 27 wherein an arrangement of the first and 
second >ragagement members corresponds at least approximately to an arrangement of the 
fm^and second coupling positions. 

41. The apparatus of claim 27 wherein the first and segi»d^coupling 
positions are two of a larger plurality of coupling positions and^fne first and second 
engagement members are two of a larger plurality of engagement members, further wherein 
an outline of the coupling positions defines a fijstimape and an outline of the engagement 
members defines a corresponding secon^-sttape at least generally similar to the first shape. 

42. The^Jparatus of claim 27 wherein the first and second coupling 
positions are two oJ/dTarger plurality of coupling positions located on first and second sides 
of a central axi< and wherein the first and second engagement members are two of a larger 
plurality^fengagement members arranged in two rows on opposite sides of the central axis. 
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, 43 The apparatus of claim 27 whereinfhe'first and second coupling 

, positions each have a longitudinal location along a>4 longitudinal axis and a lateral 
location transverse to the body longitudinal ax^d wherein the support member has a 
central support member axis generally ahjme/with body longitudinal axis during operation, 
father wherein the first engageme^ember has a longitudinal location and a later* 
Nation rdative to the cennals^port member axis that correspond to the longitudrnal and 
latera. locations of the toppling position re.ative to the body longitudinal axts, stiU 
father wherein the engagement member has a longitudinal location and a later* 

iocation relative/me central support member axis that correspond to the longitudrnal and 
lateral location^ the second coupling position relative to the body longitudrnal axts. 



4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 



i ( 2 couplers. 





44. The apparatus of claim 27, further comprising the firstjnd_s e cond 



j % 45 The apparatus of claim 27^n1rein at least a portion of the first 

RV 2 engagement member has a first color^Tleast a portion of the second engagement 
3 member has a second color diffej^an the first color. 

% l 46^r1^paratusofclami27wheremm^ 
§ 2 visual mdip^corresponding to the first coupling position. 

L 47 The apparatus of clainj^Cforther comprising the first coupler and 

^wherein the first coupler mclude^ctrical connector positioned to make electncal 
J contact with a percutaneous probXthe first coupling position. 



ft? 




, 48. The apparatus of claim 27 wherein the support 

flexible, bio-compatible material. 



includes a 



rtX? 49. The apparatas^lahn'27 wherein the support member includes a 

V 2 generally flat, rigid mats 
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# „ ffl *. first coupler includes/- 

50 The apparatus / 
• n„ conductive clamp „„„le/tocta(les an 

decmcallyco" „ «b««* *» «* "V 

51 * app— » f clann 27 / 

**** 



rm d»des an actuator 



2 
3 
4 



i 97 v/herein the &st 
The apparatus of claim 27 
52 Theapp Recipient / 

• rta t,ercutaneous electrode m / 
tool to insert a P^c / erCU taneous probe 

for supporting a pbfW 0 P 
53 . An apparatus prising: . of a recipient and 

^~~*****7 , ftoffl the support — - 
^pledto the body; . Xr dependutg 6 position on the 

a tost engage J to 

configured to removably e»g^V* f „ ta)g agement member, 

/ Av tf iththefirsteng< 1 & pp0 t 

»>*■• unler rAably en8ag * the first «•»!>»« ■* * 

aflI st coupler * the 



5 
6 
7 
8 




f 081 OT „rt member body and 

a second electrical cable 

Uber . electti cal cable is attached * 

i S3 *hl£ein ^ f • i rable is attached 

, .esupportmemberata--^ 
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to the support member at a second attachmenJ>t6cation, andnirther wherein the first and 
second electrical cables are bundled togeJh€r within the support member and exit the support 
member adjacent to each other at athird attachment location. 



55. The apparatus of claiip/53 wherein the first coupler includes an actuator 
\? tool to insert a percutaneous electrode ^the recipient. 

1 56. The apparatus of claim 53 wherein the first coupler incites an 

2 electrically conductive clamp. 



57. The apparatus of claim 53 wherein the first /(Coupler includes an 
:.ys electrically conductive alligator clip. 

1 ( 58. The apparatus of claim 53 wherein thg^first and second electrical cables 

2 have approximately the same length. 



1 59. The apparatus of claim 53/wherein the first electrical cable has a first 

2 length and the second electrical cable has a second length different than the first length. 

1 60. The apparatus of claim 53 wherein the support member has a central 

2 axis, a first elongated portion positioned along the central axis, a second elongated portion 

3 extending transversely to the central axis on first and second sides of the central axis, and a 

4 third elongated portion positioned between the first and second elongated portions and 

5 extending transversely tc/ the central axis on the first and second sides of the central axis, 

6 further wherein the first and second engagement members are positioned on one of the 

7 elongated portions,/with the first engagement member including a column positioned on the 

8 first side of the^ central axis and the second engagement member including a column 

9 positioned on me second side of the central axis. 



1 / 61. The apparatus of claim 53 wherein the first coupler has an aperture and 

2 whereiii the first engagement member includes a column projecting away from the support 

3 member and positioned to be received in the aperture of the first coupler. 
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62. The apparatus of claim 53 wherein the supportjiierrtber is shaped to rest 
on at least one of a back, a neck, a head and a leg of thejseijnent. 

63. The apparatus of^daun 53 wherein an arrangement of the first and 
second engagement members^ctfiresponds at least approximately to an arrangement of the 
first and second coupliji^positions. 

64. The apparatus of claim 53 wherein the first and second coupling 
positions are two of a larger plurality of coupling positions and the first ma second 
engagement members are two of a larger plurality of engagement positions, funher wherein 
an outline of the coupling positions defines a first shape and an outline/di the engagement 
members defines a corresponding second shape at least generally similar to the first shape. 

65. An apparatus for supporting a plurdi^of percutaneous probe couplers 
in position for removable coupling to a recipient, compiling: 

a flexible support member configured to rest on a body of a recipient and 
conform to a curvature of the body proximaJ#io a coupling location where the couplers are 
to be coupled to the body, the support member having a central axis; 

a first engagement merotfer depending from the support member and positioned 
on a first side of the central ifxis, the first engagement member being configured to 
removably engage a first couffler proximate to a first coupling position on the body of the 
recipient, the first coupling^position located on the first side of the central axis; 

a first coupler removably engaged with the first engagement member; 

a firsr electrical cable attached between the first coupler and the support 
member; / 

A second engagement member depending from the support member and 
positioned'on a second side of the central axis opposite the first side of the central axis, the 
second/engagement member being configured to removably engage a second coupler 
proximate to a second coupling position on the body of the recipient, the second coupling 
position located on the second side of the central axis; 

a second coupler removably engaged with the first engagement member; and 
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i elect 



a second electrical cable attadjerTbetween the second coupler and the support 




member. 



66. The apparatus of claim 65 wherein the first electrical cable is atfc*died to 
the support member at a first attachment location, and the second electrical cablp^is attached 
to the support member at a second attachment location, and further wherein the first and 
second electrical cables are bundled together within the support membej^and exit the support 
member adjacent to each other at a third attachment location. 

67. The apparatus of claim 65 wherein the^st coupler includes an actuator 
tool to insert a percutaneous electrode in the recipient. 



1 68. The apparatus of claim (p wherein the first coupler includes an 

2 electrically conductive clamp. 

1 69. The apparatus of claim 65 wherein the first coupler includes an 

2 electrically conductive alligator clip 

1 70. The apmfratus of claim 65 wherein the first and second electrical cables 

2 have approximately the same length. 

1 71. /The apparatus of claim 65 wherein the first electrical cable has a first 

2 length and the second electrical cable has a second length different than the first length. 



1 / 72. The apparatus of claim 65 wherein the support member has a first 

2 elongated/portion positioned along the central axis, a second elongated portion extending 

3 transversely to the central axis on first and second sides of the central axis, and a third 

4 elongated portion positioned between the first and second elongated portions and extending 

5 transversely to the central axis on the first and second sides of the central axis. 
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l 73. The apparatus of claim 65 wherein the first couplerjias^n aperture and 

2h wherein the first engagement member includes a post proje^jtin^ away from the support 
3[/„ .member and positioned to be received in the aperture o£tfte first coupler. 



1 \ 74. The apparatus ofclaim 65 wherein the support member is shaped to rest 

2 on at least one of a back, a neck^^nead and a leg of the recipient. 

1 75. ^fh& apparatus of claim 65 wherein an arrangement of the first and 

2 second engagement members corresponds at least approximately to an arrangement of the 

3 first ajacTsecond coupling positions. 

1 76. The apparatus of claim 65 wherein the first and second couplmg 

2 positions are two of a larger plurality of coupling positions and the first amcr second 

3 engagement members are two of a larger plurality of engagement positions, fjirfher wherein 
an outline of the coupling positions defines a first shape and an outline^r the engagement 
members defines a corresponding second shape at least generally simjl^r to the first shape. 



1 77. An apparatus for supporting a plurality / 6f percutaneous probe couplers 

2 in position for removable coupling to a recipient, comoFf'sing: 

3 a flexible support member configu^a to rest on a back of a recipient and 

4 conform to a curvature of the back proximate™ a coupling region of the back, the support 

5 member having a central axis, a first eknfgated portion positioned along the central axis a 

6 second elongated portion extending frmisversely to the central axis on first and second sides 

7 of the central axis and a thircLdongated portion between the first and second elongated 

8 portions and extending transversely to the central axis on the first and second sides of the 

9 central axis; 

10 five B^irs of engagement posts depending from the support member, 
n engagement posts of a first pair positioned on opposite sides of the central axis toward an 

12 end of the f^st elongated portion, engagement posts of a second pair positioned at opposite 

13 ends of the second elongated portion, engagement posts of a third pair positioned at opposite 

14 ends/ff the third elongated portion, engagement posts of a fourth pair positioned on opposite 
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sides of the central axis between the first and s^dond pair, and engagement posts of a fifth 
pair positioned on opposite sides of the cenp^f axis between the second and third pair; 

five pairs of couplers, eagn having an aperture with aperture walls removably 
engaged with one of the engagement'posts; and 

five pairs of electrical cables with each electrical cable attached between one of 
the couplers and the supporUnember. 

78. The apparatus of claimxTv wherein each cable enters the support 
member at a separate entry point and e^ifs the support member at a common exit point, the 
cables being bundled together expsriial to the exit point and connected to a single connector. 

79. The apparatus of claim T^wherein the first coupler includes an actuator 
tool to insert a percutaneous electrode in^ne recipient. 



80. The apparatus of claim 77 wherein the 
electrically conductive clamp. 



81 

electrically con 




The apparatus of claim 77 wherein the first coupler includes an 
alligator clip. 



82. The apparatus of claim 77 wherein an outline of the^oupling positions 
defines a first shape and an outline of the engagement memb^ps<defines a corresponding 
second shape at least generally similar to the first shape. 



83. An apparatus for SHf5porting couplers for removable coupling to a 
recipient during therapy adnupimation and/or recipient monitoring, the apparatus 
comprising: 

suppor^fiember configured to rest on a body of the recipient, the support 
member havin^rfnrst coupler location proximate to a first coupling position of the body of 
the recimeltt, the support member further having a second coupler location proximate to a 
secojffl coupling position of the body of the recipient, the first coupler location being 
^figured to carry a first coupler, the second coupler location being configured to carry a 
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second coupler, the first coupler location being positioned cmsef than the second coupler 
location to the first coupling position on the body of thejedpient; 

a first coupler configured to be opejatively coupled to the body and removably 
supported at the first coupler location; 

a second coupler configured to be operatively coupled to the body and 
removably supported at the secptfa coupler location; 

a recipient cpre unit configured to deliver therapy and/or monitor a condition of 
the recipient; and 

a fifst link between the care unit and the first coupler and a second link 
between the^rare unit and the second coupler. 

84. The apparatu§^of-cKinrF3 wherein the recipient care unit includes a 
tt^2 [ source of electrical emrefit 

1 85. The apparatus of claim 83 wherein the resuwtflTcare unit includes a 

W 2 source of medicament. 



14 
15 
16 
17 
18 




1 86. The 

2 monitor of electrio^igaals 




wherein the recipient care unit includes a 




87. The apparatus of claim 83 whereinJh^Tirst coupler is moveable relative 
to the support member between an attached po§itr6n with the first coupler engaged with the 
support member at the first coupler kj^rffion, a detached position with the first coupler 

4 disengaged from the first couplep^ocation, and a coupled position with the first coupler 

5 operatively coupled to the r&dpient at the first coupling position, the first coupler having an 

6 electrical contact posiJa(med to connect to a percutaneous electrical probe inserted into the 

7 patient, and furthpf'wherein the first link includes a flexible electrical cable. 




88. The apparatus of claim 83 wherein the support mem ber ha s a central 
axis, a first elongated portion positioned along the cenfraljoa^T^second elongated portion 
extending transversely to the central axis on^fifsTand second sides of the central axis, and a 
third elongated portion position^iWJetween the first and second elongated portions and 
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extending transversely to' the central axis on tije first and second sides of the central axis, 
further wherein the first and second coupler^iocations are positioned on one of the elongated 
portions, with the first coupler location including a post positioned on the first side of the 
central axis and the second cougjerlocation including a post positioned on the second side of 
the central axis. 




89. The apparatus of claim 83 wherein the first coupler has an aperture and 
wherein the support member includes a post at the first coupler location^sitioned to be 
j , received in the aperture of the first coupler. 

v 

1 1 90. The apparatus of claim 83 whereinj&e^support member is flexible and 

2 resilient to conform to a surface of the body. 



1 91. The apparatus of dafin 83 wherein the support member is shaped to rest 

2 on at least one of a back, a neck, a^fead and a leg of the recipient. 




1 92. The'apparatus of claim 83 wherein an arrangement of the first and 

2 second coupler lqpalions corresponds at least approximately to an arrangement of the first 

3 and second coupling positions. 

93. The apparatus of claim 83^tfnerein the first and second coupling 
2. positions are two of a larger plurality ofp»upling positions and the first and second coupler 
locations are two of a larger pluraUtyof coupler locations, further wherein an outline of the 

4 coupling positions defines a/mst shape and an outline of the coupler locations defines a 

5 corresponding second shape at least generally similar to the first shape. 



94. A method for coupling therapy and/or m3jJgjMg--equipment to a 

recipient, comprising: 

positioning a supportmembeT^ain^t a body of a recipient proximate to a 
coupling area of the body^aira^spaced apart from 7 first and second coupling positions in the 
coupling area; 
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supportjlfiist coupler relative to the body ^ first coupler location Vtne 
support member proximate to the first coupling position; / 

supporting a second coupler relative to the body at a second coupler^cation of 
the support member proximate to the second coupling position; / 

removing the first coupler from the first coupler location/of the support 
member and coupling the first coupler to the body at the first coupling pos^on; and 

removing the second coupler from the second coupler Ration of the support 
member and coupling the second coupler to the body at the second/upling position. 

95 The method of claim 94 wherein portioning the support member 
includes positioning a first elongated portion of the suppor^ember along a longitudinal axis 

3 of the coupling area, positioning a second elonga^ portion of the support member 

4 transverse to the longitudinal axis, and positioning/ third elongated portion of the support 

5 member transverse to the longitudinal axis betwe/the first and second elongated portums. 

96 The method of claif^wherein coupling the first coupler to the body 
includes electrically coupling the f^^feto the body, and wherein the method further 
includes transmitting electrical signaB td the/ody. 

97. The meth/of claim 94 wherein supporting the first coupler includes 
porting the first coupler Zser than the second coupler to the first coupling position. 

! 98. Tl/method of claim 94, further comprising conforming the support 

2 member to a curved/surface of the body. 

! 9/ The method of claim 94 wherein positioning the support member against 

2 the body incudes positioning the support member against at least one of a back, a neck, a 

3 head and /leg of the recipient. 

! / 100 The method of claim 94 wherein the first and second coupling positions 

2 ar/vo of a larger plurality of coupling positions and the first and second coupler locations 

3 I two of a larger plurality of coupler locations and wherein the method further comprises 

I ^2 12/29/00 
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orienting the support nSer with an outline of the coupler locations being generally similar 
to an outline defined by the coupling positions. / 

101. The method of claim 94 wherein coupling the first couple/includes 
coupling the first coupler to a percutaneous probe at the first coupling position V 

102. A method for coupling therapy and/or momtoiWequipment to a 

recipient, comprising: / 

positioning a support member against a body of a i/cipient proximate to a 
coupling area of the body, the support member being elongated aUg a support member axis; 

supporting a first coupler relative to the body at/first coupler location of the 
support member proximate to a first coupling position of the/body; 

supporting a second coupler relative to the/dy at a second coupler location of 
the support member proximate to a second couplir/position of the body with the first 
coupler positioned closer than the second coupler t/ he support member axis; 

removing the first coupler fron/the first coupler location of the support 
member and coupling the first coupler to the/dy at the first coupling position; and 

removing the second couple/from the second coupler location of the support 
member and coupling the second coup^Ue body at the second coupling position. 

103. The method/f claim 102 wherein positioning the support member 
includes positioning a first elongated portion of the support member along a longitudinal axis 
of the coupling area, pos/oning a second elongated portion of the support member 
transverse to the longitudinal axis, and positioning a third elongated portion of the support 
member transverse to flfe longitudinal axis between the first and second elongated portions. 

104/ The method of claim 102 wherein coupling the first coupler to the body 
includes electrZlly coupling the first coupler to the body, and wherein the method further 
includes transmitting electrical signals to the body. 

/ 105. The method of claim 102 wherein supporting the first coupler includes 
sup/rting the first coupler closer than the second coupler to the first coupling position. 

J 12/29/00 
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106. The method of claim 102, further comprising conforming the su/por. 
member to a curved surface of the body. 

,07 The method of claim 102 wherein positioning the sup/ort member 
against the body includes positioning the support member against a, leasee of a back, a 
neck, a head and a leg of the recipient. 

, ^ i ■ ino «/Wein the first and second coupling 
108 The method of claim 102 wherein me upv 

positions are two of a larger plurality of coupling positions an/e firs, and second coupler 
Lions are two of a larger plurality of coupler locations/d where* the method furthe 
Tples orienting the support member w.th an outhZof the coupler locations bemg 
generally similar to an outline defined by the couplin^posrhons. 

109 The method of claim 10 2/ wherein coupling the first coupler includes 
coupling me first coupler to a percut^eouUbe at the first coupling posrtion. 

,10. A method for c^Qtherapy and/or monitoring equipment to a 

I * ""£1. a sup/ember agahrs, a body of a recipten, proximate ,0 a 

4 5 C0UPUn8 ^supporting a/coupler relative to the body a. a first coupler location of the 
support member proximate to a first coupling position on the body; 

suppoZa second coupler relative to the body a, a second coupler location of 
ft, support meXoximate to a second coupling position on the body, the firs, coupler 
EZ bemgJiL* closer man the second coupler location ,0 the firs, coupUng 

, removing the firs, coupler from the first coupler location of the support 
member4d coupling the firs, coupler ,0 the body a. the first coupling posmon; and 

/ removmg the second coupler from the second coupler location of the support 
Lr and coupling the second coupler to the body a, the second coupling posrtion. 
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111. The method of claim 110 wherein positioning the support member 
includes positioning a first elongated portion of the support member along a longitudin^ axis 
of the coupling area, positioning a second elongated portion of the suppor/member 
transverse to the longitudinal axis, and positioning a third elongated portion of the support 
member transverse to the longitudinal axis between the first and second elongated portions. 

1 12. The method of claim 1 10 wherein coupling the first coupler to the body 
includes electrically coupling the first coupler to the body, and ^herein the method further 
includes transmitting electrical signals to the body. 

113. The method of claim 110 wherein coupling the first coupler to the body 
includes electrically coupling the first coupler to the>dy, and wherein the method further 
includes receiving electrical signals from the body, 

114. The method of claim' Vj/0 wherein the first coupler is configured to 
provide liquid medicament to the re«^d wherein the method further comprises 
delivering liquid medicament to the Ut clipl/r and the recipient when the first coupler is 
coupled to the recipient at the first aJUpling-position. 

1 15. The method of claim 1 10 wherein removing the first coupler includes 
removing the first coupler fhto an aperture of the support member. 

116. The method of claim 110 wherein removing the first coupler includes 
removing the first coupler from a post of the support member. 

The method of claim 110, further comprising conforming the support 
member to a/Curved surface of the body. 

118. The method of claim 110 wherein positioning the support member 
again/ the body includes positioning the support member against at least one of a back, a 
neck, a head and a leg of the recipient. 

/ ac 12/29/00 
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* A of claim UO hereto position the support member 
119 . The method of claim second / pte 

locations corresponding at leasi <w / 
coupling positions. 

, • a- first and s/cond coupling 

a a n f claim 110 wherein the farst anu y 

120 . The method of claim / d coupkr 

.ocations are two of a larger plurahty of couple 7^ ^ befflg 

compris e S orient me support ^ 
generally similar to an outline defined by the coup! / 

,„ ^ method of Cairn 1.0 wherem /ung the firs, coupler includes 
121. The method o / ^ 

coupling the first coupler .0 a percutaneous probe a, the^ 

m The method of clarm lio/ein coupling - firs, coup- .dudes 
I ^g.eScouplertoapercu^ode.ertedrn.erecrpren, 
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Bering percutaneous electrical therapy to a 



123. A method 

recipient, comprising: / -V , with a bo dy of a recipient; 

- - - — — — 

» Positio/ i . . he ^ c0U pl er location of the support 

14 Ze body at the first coupling position; 

/ -4o- 
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removing^! second coupler from the secon.fip.er location of the -.J** 
member and e.ectrically coupling the second coupler ,o a second percutaneous pro* - the 

body at the second coupling position; and / . 

electrically coupling the firs, and second couplers to a souk/ of electncal 

potential. / 

,24. The method of claim 123, further comprising acting the firs, coupler 
,o insert the first percutaneous probe in the recipient. / 

125 The apparatus of claim 123 herein d/support member has a central 
^ a firs, elongated portion portioned along the cen/axis, a second elongated port-on 

tod Ungated X^---*.--* 

^r:t ^ — A - positio " ed on one of * e elongated 

m e second coupler location on u^nd)ide of the cental ax>s. 

,26 The meth/of data 123 wherein tire firs, coupler has an aperture and 
wherein removing tine fir/coup.er includes disengaging tine aperture with a post of the 
support member. / 

,27/The method of claim 123, further comprising resting <he support 
\ member on at X one of a back, a neck, a head and a leg of the recip.ent. 

/m The method of claim 123, further comprising orienting me support 
1 membeith an arrangement of the firs, and second coupler locations corresponding a, least 
3 appJLtely to an arrangement of the first and second coupling posmons. 
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1 129. A method for administering percutaneous electrical therapy m a 

2 recipient, comprising: / 

3 aligning a flexible support member with a body of a recipient by aligning a first 

4 elongated portion of the support member with a spine of the recipient and positioning second 

5 and third elongated portions of the support member transverse to the spinef 

6 conforming the support member to the body proximate tp^a coupling area; 

7 removing five pairs of electrical couplers from >4ne support member and 



8 connecting the electrical couplers to percutaneous probes inserted into the recipient while the 

9 electrical couplers remain connected to the support member with electrical cables, wherein 
10 removing the five pairs of electrical couplers indnaes removing couplers of a first pair 
n positioned toward an end of the first elprigate^ortion, removing couplers of a second pair 

12 positioned at opposite ends of the secondW^gated portion, removing couplers of a third pair 

13 positioned at opposite ends of the thm^lpngajg^u portion, removing couplers of a fourth pair 

14 positioned between the first and sefcond pair^ and removing couplers of a fifth pair positioned 

15 between the second and thir^pair; and 

16 eleclricallvxonnecting each coupler to an electrically conductive percutaneous 

17 probe inserted in the/oody. 



130. The method of claim 129, further comprising electrically coupling each 
coupler X/6 a source of electrical potential. 
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